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This “research boot camp” introduces students to the use of electronic search tools, evaluation of print and electronic information resources, and source citation. Excellent preparation for term papers and other research assignments. 
Recommended: Pass CS-090 or equivalent experience.
Course Objectives: 

· Foster students’ understanding of the “information sea” and its component academic and non-academic resources.

· Empower students with a basic toolkit of effective research strategies through extensive hands-on experience with a variety of search tools, including library catalogs, electronic book collections, article indexes, and web search engines.
· Teach students to document their research with complete bibliographic citations. 
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to: 
· Evaluate information resources, categorizing them as “academic,”  “not academic but credible,” or “not credible,” stating evidence and strategies used to make the determination.
· Given models, write a complete and correct bibliographic citation in MLA format  for the following types of resources, whether in print or electronic format: 
   a book                              an entry in an academic encyclopedia
   a magazine article           an article reprinted in a book
   a journal article                a webpage
   a newspaper article
· Given a research topic, identify LC classification codes to browse for potentially relevant encyclopedia and book information
· Given a research topic, use CCC’s CougarCat catalog to:
      identify relevant subject terms and call number areas
      identify and retrieve potentially useful print and electronic books
· Distinguish magazines from journals, stating criteria 
· Given a research topic, use Academic Search Premier to:
      identify relevant subject terms used by this index
      identify and retrieve potentially useful magazine and journal articles
· Given a research topic, select an appropriate Web search engine or directory and use it effectively to identify and retrieve potentially useful information on the free Web
· Seek a librarian’s assistance as needed in the research process

Length of Course: 10 hours 
Grading Method: P/NP

Prerequisites: 
Recommended: Pass CS-090 equivalent experience
Required Text: None
Major Topic Outline:
· Introduction to information: the academic information cycle and general    organization of print and electronic resources within the library
· Browse and search techniques for finding print and electronic materials relevant to a research topic in the library’s reference collections. 

· Effective use of a library catalog to identify and retrieve print and electronic books relevant to a research topic. 
· Effective use of article indexes (including use of Boolean searching, subject terms, and search limits) to identify and retrieve journal, magazine, and newspaper articles relevant to a research topic. 

· Effective use of commercial and academic web search engines for finding academically useful information on the free World Wide Web. 

· Evaluation of information resources for use in academic term papers. 

· Writing complete bibliographic citations in Modern Language Association format for a wide range of information resources.
Adopted 02/07/03
